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EISSCffiKAL BACBGIBCKSD OP THE 
CENIBAL IHTELLZaESCE 

' ■ • '"ifie 

I* The Aaerlcan Intelligence gysten had its beginning In the atidst 
of the Revolutionary War. 

A» In the early days of the War, the Continental Aray depeiid«i 
on prisoners, deserters and refugees. 

B. The need for better InfomBticnz led Washingtcaa to cqpera-te his 


personal secret service. 

. ■■ iji irr-/ ■ r:. ■ i-ruv^.vr^c ■iU.i : ;,.'n ''v^■ 

C. ProB the early days of the Repohllc, the gathering of Ixifor** 

-■ -hi \^zu *'• .-'rx 

isatira by uopubliclzed oteans vas regarded as a legitinata function for 
xdiich pii^llc funds could be spent. 

1. The aray and navy obtained intelligence infoiiafttico 
incidental to their other duties* 

2* The diplooatic service utilised unvouchered futsds. 

II. Intelligence activities during the Civil War were more advaii^ 
than during the Revolutloa, but it was 'still not an OJ^Shnised service. ' 

A. President Lincoln, himself , hired, a man' to gather Inforaatlon 
%dille in the South. (Totten Case) 

bI Intelligence was practical in nature. 

1, Brig. Gen. Dodge was <dusrged with directing a secret service 
in the West* 

2. Denied funds by Quartermaieter he TOnfiseated and sold eotten 
crc^ to pay for his agents* 
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In333Tt as new section aftejr "Ceni-r-si i ^ 

line 10, page 45 Central intelligence Agency”, 




The two years between the end of world War II when 
the OSS was dissolved and the creation of CIA in the fall 
Of 1947 had been a period of interdepartmental in-fighting 
S3 to what to do with Intelligence. Fortunately many 
experienced officers of the OSS remained on during this 
period in the various Intelligence units which functioned 

under the aegis of the State and war Departments in the 
postwar period. 

This was largely due to the foresight of General 
Donovan. At an early date he had directed President 
Roosevelt's attention to the ixnportance of preserving the 
OSS assets and providing for the carrying on of certain 
of the intelligence functions which had devolved upon 
the OSS during World War II , 

As early as October 1944 Donovan had discussed 
this whole problem with the President and in response to 
his request, had sent him a memorandum outlining his 
ideas Of what an. Intelligence service should be equipped 
to do in the postwar period, in this memorandum he 
stressed that while Intelligence operations during the 
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of the CIG, approved the legialatddtt ' 

O^tral Intelligence Agency a« set, , <; ;U 
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national Security Act of 1947 , X Imye already 

-•.*;•» 'f.-fy.. • f-. 

' .V.' .r V ;4:v-*. y- .!?’ 

described. ^ 

under the Act, the Central Intelllg^ce Agency t V 


was placed under the direction of the W^icjnal Security 

-—i • ' 

Council, which is coniposed of the Rresio^t, th 


■- -■4 


Secretary of State, the Secretary of IDefe^e, other 


4 ♦ ^'U 




primary presidential advis«ra in the firsld o;SE foreign 


affairs, interestingly enough, CIA is the sole Agraacy f 
of government which as a ontter of law is tfflder the - 
national Security Council, '«diose ftmetion is solely to axSviae 
the President. Thus there ws firmly established the-V , • 

principle of control of intellligfwse . 

level which pres idimt Truman had developed i^ 


the National Intelligence Authority, 
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Th» Aaericari lirtelligence aystea had lt» beginnijig in this nidatr of 
th® Revolutionary War- Aa the imr jaogreaeed General Washingtcm hart, a 
growing need for certaia a*»d continuing laf oraatioa on the Brltlab. forces 
and their Irrtentions* In the early days of the War, the Continental. Army 

depended on jirisonera, deserters and refugees- The need for better 

infOTMtioa led Washington to devise his own secret service, wbi«^ , 

mostly under Us personal guldanee- Ho fonaal earganlaation emerged* but t . 

an aearenes# d«¥»lope4 of the need for lnfon»tloo about the eneay 

could only W ‘obtained thro^ ^ ^ u't r i' 

Frm the early days of the republic# the gathering of inforaailoo by 
xmpdblXtsiZKi weans by the War and Itevy Departaents was regarded as a 
legitlaate function for which public funds could be spent*^ The iaiemfle»se 
ftmctlon, however, was considered only as incldentisl to other dut^ es- fe-v *n 
in the Civil Vbt, ixitelligence was more of a persor»l raisaim with the 
CoBBssnders then an orgsnlzfid service- President Idncoln hisiself d irectiy 
hired a »an t© gather inforwatlon while in the South - a wan toy th% na^aa. 
of Lcyd, whose administrator, after the war, tried to collect the mlsry , 
for which Lpyd had contracted- The case eventually wait up to the Supri^^e 
Cewat whii^ held that the G o ver ua ent was mat ohligeted to pay be<»use mc/o 
was es^loyed in a secret service and a contract for such e^lojne^t cc.i> 
not be divulged even in court because of the dan^r of embarrassment eirt 

cooprOBis®.' --'-s 

Intelligence activities during the Civil War were more advanced t han 
they were during Washlngt<m»a time but Intelligence was still uiw»g»n3^m% 
in the sense of being directed by poUcy wsanatlng Trom headquart^ rs- i»vher, 
intelUgence during the Civil War was practi<»l*ln nature a*id dlrr*ctei w 
the needs of an artsy- The ejiplolts of Brig- Gen- G-M- Dodge xef„ect«i ills- 
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«ort oi;'4ie W.’ * r- .tot.. 1^_ lie ."Bila tblug »U1 « o*, 

anl 1 sidd lit* the hegUmtag It eoold'ooli If the rcTOOWets 
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.f w it ««ux& It to vork.** 
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Preeldent Tn-eo signed the letlMiel Seeorlty Art on 19' 7 ' 

the Central Intelligence Agency »s then a feet. ®ie ^Mneiy o 
;^te the n« agency «e rtUl In the offing, hoeerar.: >»rty In 1*8 

■ W raa hegm, to enact further CIA leglalntlonj Mila haeed <» 

' t.,1 -■- in the and Scnftte«. Cowsltte* 

BiAKltted C3A ««« iatrodttced XB xne »A« 

The Will pessed \m 

■ „ ■ ■ ■: - 


iDcao^ixigs vere held, an d ■ r t Jt 

but aas not acted npoo V the 



■fi: 


as the owe suibBEitted prevdor sij^ 


V<*>i 


A neir draft sdbatantlaldy the 
ifient to Coagr^ on 31 yehrnery 19*9- ; »•• Ilareentonlo proMied the aajn. 
OBpoaltion to the bill In debate baaing Ma ergonent Pn end, leeuee as 
eeeree, 'anrrouodlng the iui rtlch deprived Co^ranen of a,fn.l - 
’^«planatlon of the blU. tbe^denger to Mvll Ul^ee,. the Jnewro,-ei.t, . 

i of confidential' fmide and tte nndeslrahmty of the alien prortBl» .. ri 
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Mil passed 3 ^ 8 - 4 » ^ ^ 

SeiM^il^^ <OTOsed the CIA bill In ^ Senate dsiimii-c r ^ 

the- seeracy snrrouMlng ^ Art rtd the el^, la It- He 

' ifrtn/o^ 't»o' iosenaaenta »Md» 'were acra^ i apeelfylBg tlit f lA 

ai^gflcyees -raMd,^^ ^ 

nir ra^h^ Ihls »aa deaignrf. he said, to prevent InfVifHtlon :g 

V‘'ciA'eB^ew"lnto uniems Bnl''<^^’«Sirp^ 8 e 3 .: r.enatca- ’• 

-^as eoncenid that CIA sould have “sseepliig Po«« ’^eh a«s bel^ vest! a.. , 

7 la the nilltary through this piece ctf leglalatloB* Ibe bill p^s d tov v v 

TOte aal after adoption by both Booses of i co^^nce report tl» -eirtr 7 || 

Ijrtelligea* Act saa signed by President Snaan on 19 ^ 9 - ‘or - ' 

• centralised intelligence agei^* _;^ - ! t ^ 
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